
 

BILL SUMMARY 
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 Bill No.: HB 2962 

 Version:  ENGR 

 Request Number:   

 Author: Rep. Nelson 

 Date: 4/19/2016 

 Impact:  

  

 OMES: FY-16:  None; FY-17: Estimated $3.6  

 Million average cost for the state 

  

 OK Health Care Authority:  Up to $25,000 per child/ 

 per year for a maximum state share of $22 million per  

 year 

  

 Private Insurers: FY-16: None; FY-17: <$1.00 per  

 member per month  
 

Research Analysis 

 

Please see previous summary of this measure.  

 

Prepared By: Marcia Goff 

 

Fiscal Analysis 

 

The House engrossed version of HB 2962 deals with insurance coverage for children’s autism 

therapy. The fiscal impact is divided into 3 parts:  

 

OMES: Utilizing the national average for ABA cost ($20,000) which is $5,000 lower than the 

bill’s maximum due to the expectation not every child who qualifies will utilize the maximum 

amount, OMES estimates a $3.6 million cost to the state beginning in FY-17. Methodology is 

below. 

 

 
 



 

Health Care Authority: the measure calls for the Oklahoma Health Care Authority to cover 

applied behavior analysis for children within the autism spectrum up to $25,000 per year. This 

therapy is not provided under Soonercare at present. There are approximately 1,998 children 

with ASD in Oklahoma who qualify. The Health Care Authority estimates the maximum impact 

(if all who qualify utilize all available funds) to the state would be approximately $22 million 

state share for Medicaid and $28 million in federal cost per year. 

 

Private Insurers: According to the OK Insurance Dept., there is no expected impact on provider 

rates for FY-16. Beginning in FY-17, provider rates are expected to increase less than $1 per 

member per year. See historical data from other states that have passed similar bills below:  

 

 

 
Charts Provided by Autism Speaks 



 

 
 

 

The precise fiscal impact is difficult to estimate, given the unknown amount of persons who will 

take advantage of these benefits. As you can see above, estimated fiscal impacts can differ 

greatly from actual claim numbers.   

 

Prepared By:  Kristina King and Stacy Johnson 

 

Other Considerations 

 

None. 
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